
Scottish St. Andrews Society of St. Louis 

Bios for 2022-23 Board Candidates 

Donna Anderson   

Donna’s interest in being involved in the Scottish St. Andrews Society of Greater St Louis as a 
Member-at-Large, is to further her knowledge of Scottish history and culture, collaborate with 
fellow volunteers in the community, and, as a recent retiree, stay busy!  She is retired from 
Nestlé Purina, where she ended her 33-year career as Director of Technical Services (product 
development) in 2019. She is married to an Anderson, and has two sons, and a wonderful 
daughter-in-law.  

Donna has been the Elliot Clan Society USA commissioner for Missouri since 2012 and plans to 
continue in that role.  In addition, she has served in various volunteer roles over the years, mostly 
involving her son’s activities.  These roles include; manager of the neighborhood swim team, 
Parent-Teacher organization treasurer and most recently, communications & web site director for 
her son’s high school lacrosse club.  In her professional career and volunteer roles, she has 
leveraged leadership, collaboration, communication and various computer skills.   

As her youngest son leaves the nest, she has an interest in expanding her knowledge of Scottish 
history and culture.  Her family visited Edinburgh and the Border lands in 2018 and saw just 
enough to know they want to return and explore more of Scotland.  There is just so much to see 
and learn.  

Donna looks forward to getting to know the members of the Scottish St. Andrews society as well 
as collaborating to promote Scottish culture in the area.     

Liz Belcastro 

Liz Belcastro is a second-generation member of the society. Her parents Dick and the 
late Anja Lodge are lifetime honorary members of the society. This is her second time on the 
board. She previously served from 2010-2013 as a member at large. She has also been a member 
of the Burns committee since that time and is also a Sister of the Haggis. In addition, she served 
as the admissions chair for the St. Louis Scottish Games for many years. Liz is married to Pete 
and together they have 16-year-old boy/girl twins. She is of Scottish decent on her father's side.  

Anna Friday 

Anna is a native Scot who grew up in Inverness in the Highlands of Scotland but now resides 
with her American husband in St. Louis.  Before she was a Friday, her maiden’s name was 
Watson.  Clan Watson’s motto is: Inspirata Floruit (It has flourished beyond expectation).  Anna 
enjoys traveling and travels back to Scotland at least once a year to see family.  She has also 



enjoyed getting to explore the sights of St. Louis and the USA.  Additionally, Anna likes 
gardening and cooking.  She has a sweet tooth and loves the Scottish favorite Tablet! 

Bill Hamrick, PhD 

Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Bill retired after 
35 years of full-time teaching. He served on the Board for two years as a Member at Large and 
since January 2021 as the Treasurer. He has participated in various Society activities such as the 
September Scottish Games, Tartan Day, an educational visit to a local charter school, a St. 
Andrew’s Day Celebration, and four times at the annual Robert Burns Dinner. He also started a 
social outreach program with volunteers at Operation Food Search here in St. Louis. That has 
been a most enjoyable opportunity. 
  
Bill has enjoyed all of these activities, especially giving the “Immortal Memory” speech at the 
2019 Robert Burns Dinner. He has also traveled to Scotland four times and looks forward to 
returning in 2023. Part of his interests there consist of genealogy, as his mother’s family, the 
Robbs, are part of the Clan MacFarlane, and he’s an active member of the Clan MacFarlane 
Worldwide. In 2018, it was a great pleasure for him to visit the family church and cemetery in 
Tarbet, on the western shore of Loch Lomond. Bill looks forward to participating in more 
Society activities as they unfold throughout the remainder of this year and in 2023. 

Laurie Hartung 

Laurie has been a member of the Society since 1988, the same year she joined Invera’an Pipes 
and Drums, now known as St. Louis Caledonian Pipe Band. She began as a tenor drummer but 
within a few years, became a piper as well as the Business Manager for SLCPB. Laurie enjoys 
working as a liaison between SSAS and the pipe band, and helping coordinate the band’s annual 
performance at the Robert Burns’ Supper. Laurie has been retired since 2016 after a career in 
educational administration including the Director of Admission at The Wilson School in Clayton, 
and the former Director of Continuing Education at Saint Louis University. Laurie holds a BS 
from Missouri State University and an MA from Washington University. Laurie has been serving 
on the SSAS Board since 2017 

Rebecca Hunsel 

Rebecca has been involved socially with the Scottish community since 2008. From 2012-2014, 
she served as the Marketing Chair on the board of the (now defunct) Missouri Tartan Day 
Festivities. For several years she was also involved in the Greater St. Louis Renaissance Faire 
where she served a short time as interim Communications Director, as well as owning a vendor 
booth at the event. She is currently the Membership Coordinator of the SSAS, and most recently 
organized and managed the Family Picnics held in the spring and fall. She made her first trip to 



Scotland in 2018 and is looking forward to returning soon. Rebecca holds a BA in Public 
Relations and an MSA in Marketing & Promotions.  

Karen Kraft, Attorney 

Karen Kraft became interested in Scottish culture after meeting her husband, Allan Stewart.  She 
practiced law with the Missouri State Public Defender System for 33 years before retiring in 
2016.  She has been the Secretary for the Society since 2010 and is currently chairperson of the 
Robert Burns Dinner committee. 

Joe McMinn 

Joe has been an active member of the St Andrew’s Society since 2019.  As a descendant of Clan 
Menzies, he is also a member of the Menzies Clan Society.  One of the highlights of his adult life 
was visiting the clan lands and tower house in Weem, Perthshire.  Joe is a thirty year veteran of 
the Air National Guard and is a Technical Operations Manager for the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  He enjoys kayaking in his free time and has recently taken up the hobby of 
home brewing mead. 

Holly Sinclair 

Holly Sinclair has Scottish ancestry on her father’s side, and she has enjoyed attending the St. 
Louis Robert Burns and St. Andrew dinners as well as Highland Games in St. Louis, Kansas 
City, and Springfield, IL. Born in Austin, Holly has called Kansas City, Tulsa, and Phoenix 
home. As a student, she studied in Vienna, Austria and Sunderland, England--experiences that 
sparked her love of traveling. She’s traveled in Scotland, Europe and South America, and she 
looks forward to visiting again the East Lothian area of Scotland, where her branch of the 
Sinclair family originated.  
  
With degrees in English and creative writing, Holly has always loved learning about literature, 
history, and the arts. She is an educator, who has taught young people, grade 6 to college level. 
Holly moved to St. Louis in 2012, where she taught at Maryville University and Lift for Life 
Academy before beginning her career as a copywriter. She currently writes marketing copy for 
Spectrum Brands.  Holly lives near South City with her partner, Chad, and three beloved pups: 
Tippi, Murdoch, and Beau.  



Allan Stewart, Attorney 

Allan Stewart’s grandfather was born in Paisley and immigrated to Canada.  His father emigrated 
from Canada to the United States where Allan was born.  Allan has been a practicing attorney 
since 1972 and is licensed in both Missouri and Illinois.  His law firm, Stewart, Mittleman and 
O’Rourke, specializes in family law, adoption, assisted reproduction and probate matters.  Allan 
has been the attorney for the Society in 1992.


