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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW MEMBERS
Douglas & Debbie Beach
Cicardi & Susan Bruce
Robert & Kathryn Fulstone
William Hamrick
Gene & Tamara Holzer
Hugh & Katherine Law
Barb Lindsay & Trevor
Mitzi MacDonald
Breck McCanna
Dr. Patrick &
Marti Montgomery
Morgan Presley
Alastair Nisbet
Harold O’Rourke
Don & Colleen Shaw, Jr.
Carol Bell Syers
Thomas White

RETURNING MEMBERS
Robert Fredrickson
Michael Herron
Don & Peggy McCallie
Jeffrey McKay
Herb McLain
William & Carol Repperger
Robert Sarno
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Jeffrey MacIntyre Holtz

I begin this quarter’s message extending my sincerest
thanks to the entire Membership of the Society for a truly
exemplary season of activity. It was a pleasure to report
these achievements at the Annual General Meeting on
Monday, September 8, 2014 at Llywelyn’s Pub in Webster Groves. Highlights from the evening’s report include:
1) we ended our August 31, 2014 fiscal year with Cash
Equity of $22,324, up from last year’s end of $15,839,
and $12,382 for the year ended August 31, 2012, an
80% increase in the Society’s surplus in just two years; 2)
membership has grown by 35 members in the last year,
with 27 new members in just the last two quarters; 3) we
welcomed two outstanding new Board Members—Rev.
Michael McIntyre and Dr. Jerry Middleton; and 4) we
elected Helen Lesslie Jack Vice-President. This Annual
General Meeting was truly a joyous occasion.

Reign at the Willows on November 22; and the annual
Robert Burns Dinner at the Frontenac Hilton on January
24, 2015. Our Society has begun an ambitious effort to
provide our members with excellent value for their dues
and I hope these efforts will delight all of you and draw
others to join the Society.

Finally, I would like to thank the Membership for supporting me as President over this last year. We have come
a long way from where we were three years ago, and
I believe that the future looks extremely bright for the
Society. Now that we have stabilized our membership
rolls and rebuilt our finances, it is time to grow the Society so we can truly fulfill our Mission. The only way
we can achieve our potential is by instilling a spirit of
service within our current membership and attracting
new members who are interested in participating in our
The Society has a full calendar of events over the next activities. We must build a solid “bench” of future leadfour months, which I hope many of you will attend in- ers of the Society in order to continue our momentum.
cluding: the Cardinal baseball game on September 19; Jesus said in Matthew 7: “that a good tree bears good
the Glenmorangie Dinner Party & Single Malt Tasting fruit.” We are beginning to bear good fruit, now it is time
at the Racquet Club on October 17; the St. Andrew’s to increase the harvest. With your help, I know we will.
Day Celebration in conjunction with the Scottish PartAs always, God bless you and your families,
nership for Arts and Education with a Concert by Celtic
~Jeffrey MacIntyre Holtz

BANNOCKBURN! 700TH ANNIVERSARY
Steve Nichols, Editor.

SAVE THE DATES
11/22/14

The St. Andrew’s Celebration
will be Nov. 22, 2013 at the
Willows at Brooking Park,
same place as last year.

1/24/15

Next year’s Robert Burns
dinner will be January 24,
2015 at the
St. Louis Hilton Frontenac.

Much has been written during this septcentennial observance of the battle of Bannockburn
that validated Robert the Bruce as king of all
Scots. I shall not dwell on the immediate facts
and tactics of the battle; these are widely available. Rather, I would like to examine the significance of the June 23rd and 24th events in
the broader context of Scottish history, and also
consider some of those situations on which the
course of history can turn on a dime. Burns was
not born or destined to be king, and early in
life seemed reluctant to take a leadership role.
Historical Background

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Your society will again have a
booth at the Scottish Games
that will be held in Forest
Park on Sept. 26 and 27.
We need your help
to staff our booth.

Let’s go back to the reign of Alexander III
(1249-1286) who at the tender age of 8 inherited a fractious kingdom from his father Alexander II. The elder was frequently quenching the flames
of rebellion by irascible Highland clans that felt spurned
in the succession to the Scottish throne, an admittedly
vexing issue to trace. In addition, Alexander II tried to
gain the Western Isles still under the control of Norway,
and died in this endeavor catching a fever on Kerrrera
in the Inner Hebrides where he succumbed in 1249.

The regency of Alexander III was troubled by infighting
between two powerful families, but upon his majority
(1262) he claimed the throne and began to assert himself proving to be a strong, fair, and powerful king. One
of his first acts was resuming his father’s quest in the
Western Isles, bringing Haakon IV of Norway to a standoff at Largs in 1263, and eventually outsmarting him.
The Isles were ceded to Scotland by the Treaty of Perth
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THE BATTLE OF
BANNOCKBURN
Excerpted by
Dr. George Birrel f
rom Sit Walter Scott’s
The Lord of the Isles
Edward asks:
“Knowest thou…
De Argentine,
Yon knight who marshals
thus their line?”
“The tokens on
his helmet tell
The Bruce, my Liege:
I know him well.
Were he but horsed
on steed like mine,
To give him fair and
knightly chance,
I would adventure forth
my lance,”
“In battle day”
the King replied,
“Nice tourney rules
are set aside”…
And at King Edward’s
signal, soon
Dash’d from the ranks Sir
Henry Bohun…
He spurred his steed, he
couch’d his lance,
And darted on
the Bruce at once…
The heart had hardly
time to think,
The eyelid scarce
had time to wink,
While on the King,
like flash of flame,
Spurr’d full speed the
war-horse came!

BANNOCKBURN (CONTINUED)
Steve Nichols, Editor.

in 1266.1 Alexander had three
children by his queen Margaret, daughter of Henry III
of England, but the daughter
and both sons were all dead by
1284. And here is where the
fickle finger of fate inserts into
historical chance. While Alexander successfully pressured
the Estates (Parliament) to
recognize his granddaughter
Margaret the Maid of Norway
as heir apparent, he yearned
for a son, and in 1285 married Yolande de Dreux, of the
Alexander III
French Capetian dynasty and
Countess of Montfort.2 But we
know the outcome: after celebrating his marriage and
meeting with his royal advisors at Edinburgh Castle, Alexander was excited to join his new wife who was in
Kinghorn across the Firth of Forth. He did not heed
good advice not to travel that stormy night; even the ferryman was said to advise the king to not go further. In
the night Alexander became separated from his guides
and fell to his death from the heights over Pettycur Bay
near Kinghorn.3 What would the trajectory of Scottish history have been had Alexander lived on? But he didn’t, and
the kingdom was plunged into an era of great turmoil. But
leadership did emerge, albeit a slow and messy process.
Emergence of Robert the Bruce
After the death of the Maid of Norway, at least fourteen
candidates surfaced for the Scottish throne. Unable
or unwilling to choose among the four most credible
claimants, the Guardians made a seemingly perplexing
decision—turning to Edward Longshanks of England.
But looking behind the scenes this request is not as odd
as it seems. Edward was Alexander III’s brother-in-law
and the two monarchs apparently shared a friendship
beyond diplomacy. Furthermore, the neighboring king
knew the politics of Scotland and was considered impartial. He quickly disposed of trivial claimants, then chose

But swerving from the
Knight’s career,
Just as they met Bruce
shunned the spear,
Onward the baffled
Edward II

John Balliol over Robert the Bruce in 1292.
Edward favored Balliol’s claim of primogeniture, a well established and accepted
principle of succession, over the Bruce’s
claim being one generation closer to King
David I. But Black
Edward couldn’t resist
pressing a nebulous
John Balliol
claim to overlordship
of Scotland. Balliol
caved, but later did not support Edward in his war with
France, inciting Edward to invade Scotland, then defeating Balliol at Dunbar.
An independence movement brought several heroes to
the forefront including William Wallace, but not the
Bruces. As we know, absolutism among European monarchies was rare, especially in this era. Kings spent much
time simply maintaining power against the aggression
of powerful families. It seemed the Bruces would rather
not recognize Balliol, and preferred the possibility of
receiving land from the subdivision of territory if Scotland’s status diminished under Edward’s claim.
Robert was slow to make his claim to the throne of
Scotland. He continued to support Edward until 1306
when the Bruce finally asserted his right to be king, and
was crowned at Scone on March 27. The historical record doesn’t tell us why Bruce changed his mind, but it
does not seem to be an epiphany. Here we have another
enigmatic turning in history’s annals. Perhaps patriotism
borne from seven generations of Scots, especially his
maternal family of Carrick, motivated Robert’s change
of heart.
Ascendancy of Robert the Bruce
In the 14th century England was included in an empire that spanned to the continent and that fielded the
most powerful army in the western world. Bruce understood that he could not defeat the English in a classical
fixed battle piece. Drawing support from the clans of
the western Highlands and the Isles, he honed guerrillalike tactics to fight the invaders, and invaders they were.
The English had not annexed Scotland; they had simply
occupied large areas. The seesaw of the Scottish Wars of
Independence vacillated from Wallace’s victory at Stirling Bridge to his defeat at Falkirk; and now for our purposes to Robert’s victory at Bannockburn.
In the introduction, I promised I would not dwell on
battle details, but I believe the following is not tactical.
On the eve of battle as both sides were consolidating
their positions, the Bruce, unarmored and on his pony,
was noticed by the English inspecting the looming battle-
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THE BATTLE OF
BANNOCKBURN (CON’T)
warrior bore
His course — but soon his
course was o’er!
High in his stirrups
stood the King,
And gave his battle
axe the swing.
Right on de Bohun,
the whiles he pass’d
The helmet crash’d
like hazel nut;
How sudden fell
the fierce de Bohun.
One pitying glance t
he Monarch sped
Where on the field
his foe lay dead;
Then gently turned
his palfrey’s head,
And, paced back
his sober way.

BANNOCKBURN (CONTINUED)
Steve Nichols, Editor.

field. Tournament rules of chivalry dictated that an unarmored man could not by attacked. But King Edward
II allegedly commented: “In battle nice tourney rules are
set aside.” He ordered Sir Henry de Bohun to attack,4
and many witnessed the young knight charging across
the open space pointing his battle lance at Robert. Everyone, on both sides, immediately knew the significance
of this unexpected encounter, and no doubt watch the
scene unfold as if it was a slo-mo sequence in a modern
movie. Bruce, now aware of the mortal danger he faced,
did not retreat, but eyed his enemy without flinching,
grasping a small battle axe, his favorite weapon. As Bohun steadied his lance, Bruce deftly leaned aside, dodging the lance thrust, and rising in his stirrups, split his
adversary’s head as if cracking a “hazelnut”. Rushing to
Bruce, the astonished clansmen praised their king, but
remonstrated him for taking such a risk, no doubt cloaking their own anxiety at leaving the monarch to his own
devices.
This signal feat for sure affected both armies. The Scots
seeing their king, saddled in a palfrey, cooly slay in oneto-one combat an armored knight, charging on a battle
steed, had to take heart and thereby resolved to fight
the enemy with equal bravery. Could the English be reproached for an unsettling feeling of despondency?

Notes:
Alexander granted the MacDonalds rule over the islands, thus beginning this mighty clan’s suzerainty as
‘Lords of the Isles’.

1

Besides his quest for an heir, this well thought move
was an effort to distance Alexander from his southern
neighbor (and relative) Edward I of England.

2

It turned out that Yolande was pregnant, but lost the child,
either a miscarriage or by some accounts a stillbirth.

3

Another account indicates Edward II had appointed
young Earl of Gloucester to the High Constable in defiance of the more experienced hereditary Constable of
England, the Earl of Hereford. Hereford’s nephew Henry
de Bohun serendipitously noticed a lone Scot horseman
wearing a gold circlet, and so de Bohun wasted no time
attempting to dispatch this seemingly vulnerable knight.

4

Altogether the black swans of history make quite an interesting wedge (flock).

There round their King t
he leaders crowd,
And blame his
recklessness aloud,
That risked…a life so
valued and so dear.
His broken weapon’s
shaft survey’d…
The King…A careless
answer made,
“I’ve broke my trusty
battle axe.”

Bannockburn battle site today; Robert the Bruce statue

References
• Victory at Bannockburn, by Alan Hay, The Highlander, May/June 2014, pp 10-18
• Bannockburn, by John Hannavy, Scotland Magazine, June/July 2014, pp46-53.
• Sir Walter Scott’s Depiction of the Battle of Bannockburn, by Dr. George S. Birrell, The Highlander, July/August 2014, pp. 32-33.
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BATTLEFIELDS, CASTLES, AND MORE—OH,MY!
Steve Nichols, Editor

Hopefully you’ll be inspired to personally visit
Bannockburn someday. Should you find yourself in
Stirling County many other attractions will draw your
attention. Frommer’s Scotland’s Best-Loved Driving
Tours features a 91 mile driving loop encompassing
Bannockburn to the west, north almost to Perth,
bounded by the Forth Bridges in the east, and Linlithgow
to the south. But don’t let that 91 miles lull you—the
concentration of historical events and sights in this small
loop could stretch your time to several days, at least.

your way to the Chez Roux serving an embarrassing
array of Scottish delicacies to satisfy your appetite at the
end of a very busy day.

Andrew McCluer
Castle Campbell

SECRETARY

Karen Kraft
THISTLE TIMES EDITOR
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Stirling Castle with Wallace Monument in the background right

HISTORIAN/WEBMASTER

Dave Hill
MEMBERSHIP

Rev. Michael McIntyre
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Denise Duffy
ACTIVITIES CHAIR

Jeffrey MacIntyre Holtz

Nearby the Bannockburn Battlefield and Visitor
Center is the village of Causewayhead at the foot of
Abbey Craig. Situated atop the Craig is the 220 foot
high Wallace Monument, tribute of course to William
Wallace the victor along with Moray at the Battle of
Stirling Bridge. While the exact location of the original
bridge is not known with certainty, four stone piers have
been discovered just upstream from the existing 15th
century Old Stirling Bridge. Leave time to visit Stirling
Castle. All these sites are concentrated at the west end of
the loop along the A9.

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Don Shaw
Jerry Middleton
CHAPLAIN

Rev. Millie Slack
PAST PRESIDENT

Don Withrow

If you’ve done the day justice by touring both
battlefields, visiting Stirling Castle, and climbing the
246 steps to the crown of the Wallace monument, then
drive to Dunblane and pray in its cathedral (begun in
1150) for restorative energy for the morrow. Now head
for the Cromlix Hotel (http://www.cromlix.com) and
collapse. Tennis star Andy Murray acquired this elegant
19th century Victorian mansion and has transformed it
into a luxurious 21st century hotel and restaurant that
opened in the spring of this year. You’ve earned your
bed and board in this refined and gracious country
estate. Among the fifteen rooms you can choose from
the Wallace Room, the Bruce or Burns suites, or even
the Connery room. Unwind with a single malt and make

After a full Scottish breakfast at Cromlix Hotel, head
north on the A9 and follow the A823 for a leisurely
drive through the Ochil Hills. Pick up the A91 and
stop at Dollar where you can visit Castle Campbell on
a promontory overlooking the confluence of the Burn
of Sorrow and the Burn of Care. Next stop is Culross
on the north side of the Forth. After prospering in the
16th and 17th centuries from the coal and salt trade,

Culross

this quaint town declined but never changed during the
Industrial Revolution. You’ve likely made Edinburgh
your ‘home base’ so as you cross the auto bridge, marvel
at the iconic Forth Railway Bridge just to the west
(your right). Built between 1883 and 1890, this was
the first major structure in the world made entirely
of steel. Over 1½ miles long it expands by three feet
during the summer.
If you need a hotel recommendation for Edinburgh,
let me mention the Howard (http://www.thehoward.
com). An assemblage of three Georgian townhouse, its
location in New Town provides easy access to numerous
restaurants and sites. A stay in the Howard is a rewarding
way to end your tour.
These are merely suggestions of mine to explore the
rich, rich heritage of our beloved Scotland. Surely you’ll
have your own ideas. Wherever your travels lead you,
bon voyage!

Cromlix Hotel
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
BLUEBERRY
SCONES
Anytime of the year is
time for comfort food, but
I especially think of the
coming of fall for heartwarming, satisfying foods.
And who doesn’t like Scottish
shortbread? You can take the
easy way and buy shortbread
in a tin, or make your own.
It’s easy!
If you can snag some end of
summer blueberries,
try this recipe.
Ingredients
½ cup cold unsalted butter,
cut into small cubes
1 ½ cups sifted
all-purpose flour
½ cup white sugar
½ tsp salt
¼ tsp baking powder
¼ tsp Chinese
ive-spice powder
1 egg yolk
½ tsp ice water,
or more if needed
¾ cup fresh blueberries.
Directions
Preheat over to 375° F. Place
butter cubes in the freezer
for 15 minutes.
Whisk together flour, sugar,
salt, and baking powder
in a large bowl. Sprinkle in
Chinese five-spice powder.
Cut in frozen butter until
the butter pieces are about
the size of peas. Mix in egg
yolk and continue cutting in
until thoroughly combined.
Drizzle in ice water and stir to
combine. The dough should
just come together when
pinched between
your fingers.
Pour about ¾ of the crumb
mixture into an ungreased 9”
x 9” baking pan. Press the
mixture down firmly using
the back of a spoon. Spread
blueberries in one layer
and sprinkle with remaining
crumbly dough.
Bake until the top is golden
and sides are crisp and
browned, 30 to 35 minutes.
Cool completely
before serving.

Chaplain Millie Slack

The September 14 lectionary Gospel reading from
Matthew is Jesus’ parable about the unforgiving
servant. Though the servant was forgiven his debts,
he did not forgive those who owed him. We are
frequently like that as well. We want God and other
people to forgive us when we do wrong, although
sometimes we don’t even acknowledge that we have
done wrong! Then we in turn want to carry a grudge
against someone who we believe has wronged us.
In order to achieve reconciliation, whether in
the world, a nation, a community, or with family
members or friends, we must acknowledge when

we need to ask for or grant forgiveness. But it is
not enough to say “forgive me” or “I forgive you”.
A change in behavior and a commitment to do
things differently in the future is necessary before
real reconciliation can take place. The disciple Peter
thinks forgiving seven times might be good. Jesus
says we need to forgive seventy-seven times (some
older translations say “seventy times seven” which
would be four hundred ninety times!). The point
is: Jesus wants us to practice unlimited forgiveness.
Think what a difference it would make in our lives if
we did this more faithfully.

O God, help us to be willing to
forgive any wrongs done to us
and help us to know when we
need to seek your forgiveness and
the forgiveness of our brothers
and sisters. May we commit time
and energy to the building of
reconciliation and the restoration
of wholeness in our families,
community, and world. In the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

FLOWER OF THE FOREST: Ruth Hunter (Mar. 31, 1918 – Nov. 6, 2012)
From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch from Nov. 18 to Nov. 21, 2012

Ruth Evyline (nee Rinehart) Hunter passed away on November 6, 2012.
She was born March 31, 1918 in Elkhart, IN. Ruth graduated from Park
College in 1944 where she met her future husband Thom Hugh Hunter.
They were married in August 1944 and subsequently lived in Ithaca,
NY; Eugene, OR; Austin, TX; Chicago, IL and St. Louis, MO where she
was active in the Scottish St. Andrew Society. Throughout her life, Ruth
was also active in her church and community. Under her leadership the
all-volunteer Meals on Wheels program was initiated in St. Louis City
and County and she was recognized for this work by First Lady Rosalynn
Carter in 1979. As a longtime member of Webster Groves Presbyterian
Church, Ruth was instrumental in starting Interfaith Panel Discussions
to create better understanding among women of different faiths. In 2010,
she moved back to Eugene to be near her daughter Hilary where she
continued to be an active member of Presbyterian Women and Church
Women United. She was preceded in death by her husband Thom
and is survived by daughters Jennifer Galovich (Thomas Sibley) of St.
Joseph, MN; Hilary Cummings (Frosty) of Eugene, OR; son Hugh of Los
Angeles, CA; granddaughters Alexandra Galovich (Douglas Park) of Oakland, CA; Jessica Thompson (Blake)
“Highland Spring” Glenlivet, Moray, Scotland
of Portland, OR; Anna Mason (Adam) of Des Moines, IA; and three great-grandchildren.
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GOLF JOKES
A Scottish woman goes to the
local newspaper office to see
that the obituary for her recently
deceased husband is published.
The “obit” editor informs her that
there is a charge of 50 cents
per word.
She pauses, reflects, and then she
says, “Well, then, let it read, ‘Angus
MacPherson died’.”
Amused at the woman’s thrift, the
editor tells her that there is a seven
word minimum for all obituaries.
She thinks it over and in a few
seconds says, “In that case, let it
read:’Angus MacPherson died.
Golf clubs for sale’.”

RICHMOND GOLF CLUB
Temporary Rules - 1940

Players are asked to collect
Bomb and Shrapnel splinters to
save these causing damage to
the Mowing Machines.
In Competitions, during gunfire
or while bombs are falling,
players may take cover without
penalty for ceasing play.
The positions of known delayed
action bombs are marked by red
flags at a reasonably,
but not guaranteed,
safe distance therefrom.
Shrapnel and/or bomb splinters
on the Fairways, or in Bunkers
within a club’s length of a ball,
may be moved without penalty,
and no penalty shall be incurred
if a ball is thereby caused to
move accidentally.

A NEW ERA
Steve Nichols, Editor (excerpted from the Aug. 3rd online National Post and Wikipedia)

Sometimes we don’t know when we’re in a new era or
phase or period. It took a while to become convinced we
were in an economic recession after the 2008 real estate
bubble burst. And, again using the recession analogy, a
couple of quarters of economic data had to stream under
the bridge before the gurus told us we were technically
out of the recession. But, I would like to declare we are
out of the Tiger era; it’s so over.
But are we in the Rory era? A lot of signs point that
way. Of course the 25 year-old golfer from Holywood in
County Down, Northern Ireland won’t be so brash as to
claim that. “… I’m just really happy with where my golf
game is at the minute,” McIlroy said. “People can say
what they want to say, that’s fine, but if I read everything
that was being written, I’d turn up at the first tee on
Thursday thinking I’d already won the tournament.”
Breaking onto the world scene winning the 2011 U.S.
Open, McIlroy had a sensational 2012: winning his
second major, the PGA Championship; leading the
money board on the PGA Tour; and taking home a
bagful of awards including the PGA Player of the Year;
the Vardon Trophy; the European Tour Golfer of the Year,
and many more. Although last year was disappointing,
Rory is back on track. He is playing spectacular golf:
long and straight off the tee, spot-on with his wedges,
and making a lot of putts.
He recently won The Open Championship. Aren’t you
glad “British” was dropped and the tournament is simply
called “The” Open? It was played at the Royal Liverpool
— or Hoylake, as it is usually known. It is the second
oldest seaside links golf course in England, and was the
first course in northwest England to host The Open.
And now McIlroy has once again regained the number
one world ranking with a tremendous victory in the
first World Golf Championship at the Bridgestone

course in Akron, Ohio. Beginning the final round with
three straight birdies, he took over the lead from Sergio
Garcia, and kept the lead for good with another birdie
on hole 11. Besides reclaiming the number one spot
in the world, McIlroy took home a cool $1.4 million,
sneaking up on Bubba Watson.
And how did McIlroy feel after his victory? “I think
emotionally and mentally, it’s more fatiguing after you
win tournaments than it is physically.” His solution? “I
gave myself yesterday off.”
He’s 25. One day off ought to be enough.

And it was! On Sunday, Aug. 10th McIlroy emerged
from the pack on the back nine at Valhalla Golf Club
in Louisville to win the PGA tournament by one stroke
over lefty Phil Mickelson. The victory was three in a row
for Rory, and his fourth major. He joins a small club
of four to have won four majors by age 25 or younger.
The winner’s share of the purse was $1.8 million, now
making McIlroy the leading money winner in 2014,
amassing $6,956,895 in just 13 events.
I think we’re in the Rory Era.

A ball moved by enemy action
may be replaced, or if lost
or destroyed, a ball may be
dropped not nearer the hole
without penalty.
A ball lying in a crater may be
lifted and dropped not nearer the
hole, preserving the line to the
hole, without penalty.
A player whose stroke is affected
by the simultaneous explosion of a
bomb may play another ball from
the same place.
Penalty one stroke.
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EVENTS

9.26-27
St. Louis Scottish
Games & Cultural
Festival
Friday, Sept. 26 - Gates
open 5-10:30pm
Saturday, Sept. 27 - Gates
open 8:45am-6pm
Forest Park

10.9
11.13
St. Andrew
Society Social
(Every 2nd Thursday
of the month)
6:30 –9:30 PM
The Scottish Arms
10 S Sarah St
St Louis, MO 63108

10.17
Glenmorangie
Dinner Party &
Single Malt Tasting

JOHN SCOTT AWARD
Steve Nichols, Editor

Created in 1822, the John Scott Award is one of
America’s oldest and most prestigious recognitions
for scientific achievement. John Scott was was an
Edinburgh druggist who in the early
1800s organized a $4,000 fund
calling upon the “Corporation
of Philadelphia entrusted
with the management of
Dr. Franklin’s legacy” to
bestow upon “ingenious
men or women who make
useful inventions” that
have improved the “comfort,
welfare, and happiness of
human kind” in a significant way.
Why Scott chose an American city to administer his
bequest is not known, although it is believed he had a
longstanding interest in America and appreciated the
achievements of Benjamin Franklin. Scott died in 1815
before the first award was bestowed, and the fund
was managed by a merchant until 1822 when the first
thirteen honorees were selected.The award includes
the John Scott Legacy Medal and Premium which then
was $20, and at that time could buy an ox or a 12
volume encyclopedia. Those first inventors brought
to market such diverse products as a portable carriage
spring seat, a front door lock and a razor strop.
More recent awards have been given for inventions
in science and medicine. Famous recipients include
Madame Curie, Thomas Edison, the Wright brothers,
Nikola Tesla, Edwin Land, Jonas Salk, Guglielmo
Marconi, and Alexander Fleming.
In November 2013 St. Louis’ own Scott Adzick, M.D.
was recognized for his pioneering contributions to fetal

surgery in a ceremony
at the American
Philosophical Society’s
headquarters in Center
City Philadelphia. Dr.
Adzick has dedicated his
career to the pursuit
of groundbreaking
prenatal
therapy
for birth defects. He
performs very complex
operations on babies
still in the womb for
Dr. Adzick
these life threatening
defects and corrects
potentially debilitating conditions such as spina bifida.
He directs a much sought after teaching program
at CHOP (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia) for
pediatric surgery fellows, and has trained a generation
of these specialists who are now spread across the
world. His research lab continues to explore cutting
edge treatments for fetal and neonatal disease. In
addition, he maintains an active clinical practice in
general and thoracic pediatric surgery.
The 2013 award was shared with another pediatric
surgeon Dr. Robert Brent, also a specialist in fetal
surgery; and a biochemist/biophysicist P. Leslie
Dutton for his work on electron transfer, studying the
organization of electrons in cells and the mechanisms
by which they convert light or oxygen into energy for
the cell.
Dr. Adzick is a graduate of Clayton High School,
Harvard University and Harvard Medical School.

The Racquet Club
476 N Kingshighway Blvd
St Louis, MO 63108

11.22
St. Andrew Celebration
The Theater Room at
The Willows
at Brooking Park
(West of highway 141 across
from St. Lukes Hospital)
6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

More than 1,300 people turned out for CHOP’s 17 annual reunion of families touched by its Center for Fetal Diagnosis and Treatment

T h e S c o t t i s h S t . A n d re w S o c i e t y o f G r e a t e r S t . L o u i s | 6 3 6 . 5 7 7 . 1 6 9 6 | w w w. s t l s t a n d r e w s . o r g

7

Please email stories to steven.h.nichols@gmail.com.
T H E S C O T T I S H S T. A N D R E W S O C I E T Y
O F G R E AT E R S T. L O U I S
P. O . B o x 5 0 3 0 6
St. Louis, MO 63105-9998

To f o s t e r a n d e x c h a n g e c u l t u r a l , e d u c a t i o n a l a n d
re c re a t i o n a l p u r s u i t s b e t w e e n t h o s e o f S c o t t i s h b i r t h
o r d e s c e n t a n d o t h e r s i n t h e S t . L o u i s a re a .

