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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 4/2d/76 
FROM: 	 Scottish st. Andrew Society

of Greater st. Louis 

Eleanor S. Wright 962-7527 

All road s, high and low, lead to We bster Groves Saturday, rv;ay b, 

when the Scottish st. Andrew society of Greater st. Louis and the City of 

Webster Groves present a first-of-its kind event here, the Scottish Highland 

Games. From 9 a·m. to 6 p.m. Memorial Park, just South of I-44 at the Elm 

Avenue exit, will be filled with traditional ethnic activities that include 

seven competing Bagpipe Bands from throughout the midwest, folk dancers 

competing for top honors in the Sword Dance, Highland Lilt and others, 

and athletes tossing the caber, hurling beer barrels and throwing weighted 

stones for distance and height. 

Visiting dignitaries and competitors will lead a parade down Lockwood 

Avenue to Elm at 10:30 a.m. Joining host Mayor John W. Cooper of Webster 

Groves will be British Consul-General to st. Louis Archibald Rendall and 

other city-county officials- Special games officials include Drum hajor 

Norman l'JIacKenz ie of the Toronto Scot tish Guard, chief steward for the Games, 

and Stuart Hamilton of KSD, honorary chieftan. 

Field judges for events include Roderick MacDonald of Rutherford, Del., 

and A. II sandy" MacPhee , Dunedin, Fla., piping; Mrs. Gladys MacDonald, 

dancing; Tim Orr, Kitchener, Ontario, drummingi and st. Louis' George 

Carson, sports commentator, and Alex ~ackie, athletics adjudicator. 

Special ind i vidual participants include champions Ms. Nlary Be th Miller, 

~ Kansas City, who won the WOrld Pipe Band Dancing Championship in Conley, 

England, as well as the Dancer of the Year honors at Games in Victoria, 

B.C. in 1975; Peter Hoyt, Orlando, Fla., who holds the world's record in 

the beer barrel throw and whose appearance here is sponsored by Anheuser 

Busch. Inc.; the Rev. Arnold Pope, ordained Methodist minister and 

teacher, Fayetteville, N.C., three-time united States winner of caber toss 
, 

events and representative to the World Games in Aberdeen, scotland in 1969,70 

. t St LOU1'S County, dubbed the "world I s strongestand '71; and Blll Banger, • 


MORE 




-2­

..:in" for being the first individual in 151 years to carry the "Dinnie" 

stones weighing 750 pOlunds across the Bridge of Potarch in Scotland. 

I Officers of the Greater st. Louis st. Andrew Society leading the 200, 
person organization of native scotsmen and local friends of Scotsmen are: 

William Stirrat, Webster Groves, presidentl William sandbach, Affton, first 

vice-president; Mrs. Agnes Stirrat, program chairman; Mrs. Hazel Craig, 

We bster Groves, membership chairman; Mrs. Betty [Via tthews, Clayton, 

corresponding secretary; Mrs. Peggy Flynn, Normandy, recording secretary; 

Mrs- Jean Cobain, Maplewood, treasurer; Mrs. Betty Sunter, Creve Coeur, 

historian; Robert Murray, former mayor of Crestwood, attorney; and the 

Rev. Sam Stuart, Florissant, chaplain. 

Proceeds of the Highland Games will benefit children's charities. 
~~ The Society has been established~since 1972 to perpetuate Scottish heritage 

and culture among its many residents in this area, to encourage dancing 

and piping among its younger members, and to celebrate special Scottish 

holidays including st. Andrew's Day and Robert Burns birthday. sponsorship 

of Highland Games has added a new dimension to its monthly activities. 

# 

(Schedule of field events attached) 

NOTE: 	 YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAI'I'lES IN WEBSTER 

GROVES. A PRESS PASS IS ATTACHED. WE VERY rijUCH APPRECIATE YOUR 
COOPERATION AND GOOD WILL IN HELPING US PUBLICIZE THIS UNUSUAL 

EVENT. THANK yOU.···· 
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SCHEDULED EVENTS -­ SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES 

Time Location 

9:00 a.m. Nc,rice (15 and under) Solo Piping Solo Area 1 
Novice (16 and over) Solo Piping Solo Area 2 
Highland dance registration, elimination contest 

10:00 a.m. Band Call for Parade 
Throwing the 22-lb. Hammer 

10:30 a.m. Parade starts at Eden Seminary 
(Bompart and Lockwood) up Lockwood 
to Elm, Elm to Glendale Road 

10~45 a.m. Putting the l6-lb. Stone 

11:30 a.m. Throwing the 56-lb. <Height 
for Height 

12:15 p.m. Exhibition of Hazelton Academy 
of Irish Dance 

1:00 p.m. Opening Ceremony 

1:30 p.m. Highland Dancing Competitions 
Exhibition by Mary Beth Miller, 
Kansas City, 1975 Dancer of Year 

Grade IV Band Contest 

Horld Championship Beer Barrel 
Throw sponsored by Budweiser Beer, 
featuring Champion\Peter Hoyt 

2:15 p.m. Sheep Herding Demonstration by 
Larry Gaertner, Edwardsville. Ill. 

3:00 p.m. Caber Toss featuring Champion 
Arnold Pope 

3:45 p.m. Solo Side Drum Championship 

Amateur Class Solo Piping 

Open Championship Solo Piping 

Thrut..ring the 28-1b. Ball and Chain 

4:30 p.m. Tug-Of-War between Navy and Marine 
Airmen, Milington Base, Memphis 

5:00 p.m. Call of Bands for Closing 

5:30 p.m. Massed Pipe Bands Parade 

Base and Tenor Drum Contest 

Drum Major Contest 

6:00 p.m. Closing Ceremony, Benediction, Awards 

Eden Semimn:y 
Main Arena 

Main Arena 

Main Arena 

Platform 

Main Arena 

Platform 

Band Area 

Main Arena 

Main Arena 

Main Arena 

Band Area 

Solo Area 1 

Solo Area 2 

Main Arena 

Main Arena 

Main Arena 

ALL EVENTS, unless otherwise stated, take place in the 
Memorial Stadium behind Hixson Junior High School. If 
weather is inclement, solo events will be inside the 
Junior High. 
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):.eUBLIC SERVICE/NEWS ANNOUNCElVlENT·.·.·. 60 sec· 
/ 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1976 BICENTENNIAL SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAI'iJES Id 

I .. 

V
/ 	

INEBSTER GROVES SA TURDAY I i'iIA Y 8 I ARE A PARADE DOWN LOCKWOOD AVENUE 

AT 10: JO A .rT •• STONE AND WEIGHT THROWS IN THE MAIN ARENA OF 

MEMORIAL STADIUlYJ, ELM AND GLENDALE ROADS, AT 10:45 AND 11:30; 

AN EXHIBITION OF HAZELTON ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE AT 12:15 P.M., 

OPENING CEREMONIES AT 1 P.M. l HIGHLAND DA1'WE COfiiPETITIONS, PIPE 

BAND CONTESTS AND THE BEER BARREL THROW AT l:JO P.iVI.; SHEEP HERDING 

DEMONSTRATION AT 2:15 P.;';!., 'l'HE CABER TOSS AT J P,\vl.; SOLO PIPE 

AND DRUM CHAllfjPIONSHIPS AT 3: 45 P. Wi.; i\1ARINES AND i~AVAL AIR f/lEN 

FRON! MENlPHIS IN A TUG-OF-WAR AT 4:JO p.rv;.: f~JASSED BANDS PARADE AND 

DRUM [\I'AJOR CONTEST AT 5: JO P .ri~. AND CLOSING CERErWNIES MJD AWARDS 

AT 6 P.Nl. TICKETS AT THE GATE: $2 FOR ADULTS; $1 FOR CHILDRE~ 

5-16. PROCEEDS TO CEILDREN'S CHARITIES. PLAN TO ATTEND· 

NOTE: 

NEWS COVERAGE WELCOME 

PRESS PASS ATTACHED 



L 
WEBSTER GROVES 


BICEM NNIAL 
q\igbland GaJJ}B~ 

\ 

-CABER TOSS 
-HAMMER THROW - SHEEP HERDING 

• -MASSED BANDS-SOLO PIPING 
'"!I

-SOLO DRUMMING tlJ FOOD AND BEVERAGES 
- HIGHLAND DANCING SERVED BY WEBSTER 

GROVES LIONS CLUB - WORLD CHAMPION 
BEER BARREL 
THROWING CONTEST 

MEMORIAL;STADIUM 

GLENDALE & SOUTH ELM - OFF 1-44 

WEBSTER GROVES ..... MAY 8, 1976 

, PARADE 10:30 A.M. - OPENING CEREMONY' 1:00 P.M. 
ADMIS510,N TO GAMES: ADULT $~OO,_ CHILDREN 5-16 $1 00 

TICKETS PURCHASED IN ADVANCE, SOLD AT REDUCED 'RATE ADULTS $1.75 
WRITE P.O. BOX 1776 WEBSTER GROVES, MO. 63119 OR PHONE 961-1770 CHILD .75 

SPONSORED BY: THE SCOTTISH ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS 
ALL PROCEEDS TO CHILDRENS CHARITIES 



)f'UBLIC SERVICE/NEWS ANNOUNCEIVlENT· •• ••• 60 sec· 
/ 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1976 BICENTENNIAL SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAUIES IN 

ltlEBSTER GROVES SATURDAY t rllAY 8, ARE A PARADE DOWN LOCKWOOD AVENUE 

AT 10:)0 A.r;. J STONE AND WEIGHT THROWS IN THE tVtAIN ARENA OF 

NlEMORIAL STADIUM, ELM AND GLENDALE ROADS, AT 10 :45 AND 11:30; 

AN EXHIBITION OF HA6ELTot~ ACADErv;Y OF IRISH DANCE AT 12: 15 P .l'l! •• 

OPENING CERElVIONIES AT 1 P.M.; HIGHLAND DANCE COMPETITIONS, PIPE 

BAND CONTESTS AND THE BEER BARREL THROW AT 1 :30 P dj.; SHEEP HERDING 

DEMONSTRATION AT 2:15 P.LVI., 1'HE CABER TOSS Arr 3 P.ivi.; SOLO PIPE 

AND DRUM CHAI~lPIONSHIPS AT 3:45 P.M.; mARINES AND NAVAL AIR r:1Ei~ 

FRorvi MEfVlPHIS IN A TUG-OF-'NAR A'r 4: 30 P. M.: fVlASSED BANDS PARADE AND 

DRUM lVIAJOR CONTEST AT 5: 30 P .Ni. AND CLOSING CEREMOi\IES AND AWARDS 

AT 6 P.M. TICKETS AT THE GATE: $2 FOR ADULTS; $1 FOR CHILDREI\ 

5-16. PROCEEDS TO CHILDREN'S CHARITIES. PLAN TO ATTEND­

NOTE: 


NEWS COVERAGE WELCOME 


PRESS PASS ATTACHED 
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-.: SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR WEEK OF r.;:AY -1:; (FRDi': ELEANOR WRIGHT, 
962-7527) 

CHILDREN WILL LOVE THE SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES SATURDAY, MAY b, A'l' ~~EBSTER 

GROVES ]v;EivWRIAL PARK, ELM AND GLENDALE ROADS. BAGPIPERS WILL ri:ARCH IN PARADE 

DOWN LOCKWOOD AVENUE AT 10~30 A.M, AND WILL PER FORiv1 It~ FIELD EVENTS FROM 

9 A.M. TO 6 P.fJ:. HIGHLAND DAl'ICERS WILL BE ON s'rAGE. MUSCULAR ATHLETES 

WILL TOS S THE CABEH AM) BARRELS. ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHILDREN 8 S CHARITIE~ 

JOIN TEE FUN frAY b. ADMISSION IS :$2.00 FOR ADGLTS; $1.00 FOR CHILDREN 5-16. 

ALL YOUNGER CHILDREN FREE. 

------ .. - _.-----_-.._-----­~----~ 

ST. LOUIS LINKS ARMS WITH OTLAND SATURDAY, MAY b, WHEN THE SCOTTISH ST. 

ANDREW SOC IETY OF GREATER S'I'" LOU IS BRINGS T:fE HIGHLAND GAMES HERE AS A 

BICENTENNIAL TREAT. THERE WILL BE DAY-LONG EVEN OF ATHLETIC FEATS OF 

STREN:}TH. HIGHLAND DANCERS AND SEVEN BAGPIPE BANDS FROM f['HROUGHOU'1' IrHE l'dlD-

WEST IN COrV:PETITI IAL FA • WEBS'I'EB GROVES, .JUST SOUTH OF 1-44. 

ELi\!: AVENUE EXI'Y" SPEND DAY> $2.00 FOR ADULrrS: ~1, 00 FOH CHILDREN 5-16. 

SEE THE PARADE DOWN LOCKWOOD A FREE AT 10:)0 A.M. 

SATURDAY IS THE DAY FOR THE SCOTTI EIGHLAND GAfv;ES IN ST. LOU IS, THE 

CITY OF lNEBSTER GROVES V'PrES YOU 'TO NIElvIORIAL PARK. ELM A.~D GLENDALE 

ROADS, TO WITNESS THIS UNUSU EVENT. SEE SEVEN BAGPIPE BAI~DS 11\ PAR.ADE 

AND COMPETING FOR TROPHIES. WATCH DANCERS PERFORM S','JORD DANCE OR 

HIGHLAND LILT. SEE ATHLETES 'ross trHE CABER (A 1'ELEPHONE POLE SIZE LOG) AND 

HURL BEER BARRELS. CHEER THE NAVY OR MARINES TO VICTORY IN A TUG-A-WAR· 

EVENTS ARE DAY-LONG, 9 A.IVl. TO 6 P.M. RAIN OR SHINE . .JOIN THE FUN. 



[,iUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR U APRIL 12 GH Y 7
1 (See attached fact sheet ••. from k1eanor S. Wright, 962=7527) 
~ 20 
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0'" 1"1 1"-"R8'fES. ,LrJi '-$ .::J , WATCH HIGHLAND DAlIJCERS, MUSCULAR 

S T THE CA J..
rrp'BARRELS. ~. S AN ALL DAY Tv 

"..~ f· 
f !'t , , 6 PmI\/~k , AT UiEUlO}{ PA2K, CF I-44 AT THE AVEf.;tE 

I • AfJDREW lEfY OF GREATER ST. LOUIS IN 

YC~; TO A'I'TErm, YOUR TICKETS NOW OR AT THE GATE. CALL 961-1770 
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CO['~PETING RATINGS SATURDAY~ 
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SOCIETY SPONSORS ~A~Y 
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SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS U APRIL MAY 7 
(See attached fact sheet ••• Eleanor S. Wright, 962- 2'7) 

.A J(~ 1. I I Ti-fE C 

GROVE:3, BAG PIPERS, TeH HIC('fLAND DANCER3. SEE LAR 

S TOSS AND { BA!u~ELS, }\1L DAY EVEi\T, 

J A•. TO 6 P.M" imkORIAL PA t SOU,TH (;F 

• ANDREVI IETY OF 

A'1'TEND. YOUR TICKETS NOW OR AT THE GATE. CALL 961-1770 

, HP.EA VIES" WILL 'I·3CO'I~TI LASSES WILL 

EVElyJ:S. ALLC.ABER R S OTHER WE 
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SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES 

SATURDAY t MAY 8~ 1976 •• •• •••• • ••••• MEMORIAL P.ARK~ WEBSTER GROVES 

SPONSORED by the Greater • Lou st. Andrews Society 

HOSTED BY the City Webster Groves as a sped..al Bicentennial event. 


LOCATION: S(JUth 0 f r -44 Elm Avenue ~ Webster Groves. 
Park of Road intersection,

of the Road intersection. 
Highway 66 and Elm Avenue ) • Ample par'kll'.,g 

is on lots adjacent to st"limming pool and field. 

TICKETS: $2&00 ~ and $1.00 at the gate~ 
advance~ ,1~75 ults, 75. for • Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope p.O$ Box 1776, Webster Groves, Mo. 6)119.
For infoz'ma.tiorl f call Webster Groves Bicentennia.l Commission 
office e 961=1770. 

WHAT ARE ~'HE HIGHLAND GAf!IJES? 

Traditional Ga.mes are nationa.lly by Scottlsh 
descendents United states and restore interest 
in the ethl1i.c dancing~ p ~ athlet achievements and Gaelic 
culture. They are unite Scots with their fellow 
01. t ens a da!l~' tion similar to summer festivities 
in the homeland hills echo the wail of ba~pipes~ 
dancers and st compete for l.ndividual 
and group t ir muscles to become 
champ Scottish the caber or stone, 

ons 	and hammer throws in kilts and 
drummers honors 

The Webs Groves Highland Games are first "tNe" games for 
st~ Louis and the second in OOi s abound wherein ottish 
descendents and others scheduled th year are in 
Alma~ Mich~ f Ci ty, Chicago at Grandfather's Mountain o N.C. 
to name bu t a, 

EVENTS 	PLANNED 

Field solo and at Memorial Field, 
9 a@lil 0 to 6 p. m • 

Parade 	down J\vemJe ~ to Gore \' Swan. the Park at 

Offi1:.': 	 the Field featuring a Grand 

interested friends~ 
t d $).00 

COMPETITORS 
Ten 	 bands luding Pipe Bands from Kansas City, 

, Milwaukee~ two from Ohio~ one from Illinois and 
st~ Louis's Moolah Temple Shrine Pipe Band and the st. 
Andrew';13 society Meeting of the waters Pipe Band 

Highland dancers with the pipe bands and 
local dancers~ ial guest: Mary Beth Miller of 

City~ a national champion scotti6h)dancer~ 
(see a:t"tached event listings 



-2­

ATHLETICS: 
Tossing the caber: coming to sto Louis to compete, the 

current American champion, The Rev. Arnold Pope of 
Fayetteville, N-c. ' . . , 
*The caber is a 20-foot long tree trunk, trimmed and 
peeled, at least 100# in weight (some exceed 200#). It 
is held vertic8.11y a.gainst the shou.lder by grasping the 
thinner endr judging in this country is usually on dis­
tance thrown (but may also on accuracy as in Scotland 
in relation to the 12 o'e1 position). Each contestant 
has three tries. 

Beer barrel throw: coming to st~ Louis to compete is Peter 
Hoyt, world champion, from Orlando Fla. He set a record 
in Atlanta, Ga., of a 38'2" toss. 

Tossing the stone, 22# hammer throw 56# weight toss for 
height are among other ta,thlet events. 

st. Louis' chief competitor is Bill Bangert, whose prowess 
is legendary in Scotland for his feat in moving a replica 
of the famous Naha stone weighing 7,342 pounds. On 
Sunday, April 4, 1:30 p.m. at his home in Champ he 
is traini~g • Louis novices desiring to learn the art 
of toss the caber. 

WHAT IS THE ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY? 

Founded Sept. 5, 1972 in st. Lo s, the local society now numbers 
some 200 scottish descendents who have settled in th~. area or 
friends of Scots who have traveled to the cities and Highlands 
of Scotland or have learned to love Scotsmen they meet, their 
brogues and their colorful traditions. 

The local Society~s objectives are foster an exchange of 
culture, benevolences (profits from the Games will go to 
children's charities)~ educational and recreational pursuits

and to encourage their enjoyment by other peoples in their 
communities. As in the homeland, all activities include entire 
families. 
Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Friday at 7~JO p.m. at 
Eden Selinary Library auditorium, East Lockwood and Bompart avenues, 
Webster Groves. Progra.ms include films and slides of Scotland or 
Great Britain, Scottish ballroom or country dancing, socializing 
with old and new friends The group has founded the Meeting of 
waters Pipe Band and is teaching Scottish dancing, piping and 
drumming. 
Four maj or pu.blic functions are held yearly: two dinner dances, 
the first in November to celebrate st. Andrews Day and the sec~nd 
to celebrate the birthday of Scotland's beloved poet, Robert Burns­
There also is a Christmas party and an early summer picnic. Once 
a year, many members join an annual tour to Scotland conducted' by 
President Bill stirrat. 
For further information on the Society. call Hazel Craig, 961-4bJJ. 
To help promote the Highland Games, call Eleanor Wright, 962-7527· 

http:Progra.ms
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