Kinkin” 07 Jhe Jartan
(Kirkin' Jelined and #inrtornical Intent)

Kinkin' o' the Jartan is a traditional Scottirh service performed at
chunch to petition the lord fon auccess at anms and the aafe retunn of soldiena,
A military unit prion to leaving for battle, wsually members of the same clan,
would guthen in full Highland negalia at the local church for the symbolic
bleaning of ita clan tartan,

[Peacetime {hange of Intent)

When Scotland wan at peace, the hinkin' o' the Jartan #ook on a more
pecwe;&z,é aymbolism and nitual change, Jo avoid the appearance of a breach of
church Lloyalty, it wen expected of a new bnridegroom that he bring hin bride to
chunch on the finat Sunday following his wedding, For thia occanion he wan alio
expected to wear hin tartaned hilt, Jhin aymbolized committment to reqular church
attendance by the new couple, A line from Sin Walter Scott mentions this newen
tradition, "9 am to be mannied in the moan and hirkit on Sunday.”

/ American /Iafa/)tion/

9n America the hinkin' o' the Jartan has evolved with a new emphanis.
flere the Scota are a0 widely scattered thut it in difficult to arremble more
than a few members of any one clan for the hirkin' /Cftmx;f’uﬂ . of ita partic-
wlan tardan, Jherefone the pragmatic Scottish Americans have made it a communal
church senvice for all membera with vanying tantans, Jhe tuv benelicial pun-
poser are the well-being of all Scota and the presenvation of the laudable
Scottinh tradition of the Kirkin' o' the Jantan, Jhe Sun ity Scots (Lub ia
prwud o be part of this tradition in funthenring this exemplany ethnic ceremony.

[Jartan Definition and Descniption)

In aimpleat tenms, a tarntan in a distinctive Scottinh design woven with
variour colorn on a fabric with a aolid colon background, (ach tartan in
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avtiiciently different in pattenn and colon so that each Hichland clan has ita
own neadily recosnizable tantan, Jhe tartan design and coloration connotes
membenrship in a pardiculan Scottinh clan, While each tartan in different in
coloration, everny authentic tartan muat have in it basic deaion unevenly
apaced colon rtripes which are nrepeated in sequence and croas each othen at
night angles, Because of the exmctitude of #he apecifications, moat Scota can
recognize the e tartans from imitations.

[Hirtorical Importance of the Jartar)

Jo understand why the Scota have had auch a long, uncbated regand fon
thein tantans oven the past 800 yearns, the following infommation ia perdinent,
Jor hundreds of years the hili, the tartaun, and the bag-pipe were atrong unilying
Scottinh aymbols. Jhe Britinh wene also acutely aware of this, because Highland
dreas was banned in Scotland aften the Scota loat the Battle of (wlloden in (746,
Becaune of peraintent world-wide protest by the Scota, the Act proscribing
Highland dresn waa repealed in (752, Jhe british tnied again Zo abolinh indivi-
dual clan tardans by trying to impose a aingle tartan on all Scotiish military
units,  Thia also failed through the onganized preasmre of the clans.

Highland garb for dreas occanions became populan in the flidlands and Low-
Landa of Scotland ar well, O0f historical intereat in the fact that the [ou-
landers were the Linat Scota to muaten a tartan-kilted military unit, the Royal
(ompany of Anchera,

e of the Jartan, Plaid Qe;fmed/

Non=Scots may be aurprised to leann that in the past the rumber of colors
in a tardan indicated the wearnern’ status in the svcial and economic atructure
of Scotland, JFon example, the Royal Stewant Jartan of seven colons in still
nesenved fon the Britinh monancha. JThe nobility has a six—colon tartan, and the
clengy five, Jhe land-ouners’ tartan, followed by the professions, had a reduced
rumben of colons doun to the tuo—colon Zarntan fon the A/zap/ze/mf. Americana relen
to thin fuwo-colon tartan as a "shepherd’s plaid”,

(onnectly, by Scottinh custom, the plaid isn a rectangulan lenpth of cloth
woven with a tartan design and faatened by Highlandern at the left shoulden,
j/{eg; wied the plaid eithen as a nament ()gﬁ dfay on a 6(1&[@,&'.&&;{ blanket 5;L ru%q/uﬁ.
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Jhe tartan, thenefone, in a design on pattesn woven into the plaid, Jhe plaid

i a ganment on a blanket, With the parrage of time all tartans arne today in the
puéb;c domain in America and can be worn (5,{// anyone, Scottinh on no, an&adiﬂ_g, the
Royal Stewart, f wonn with propriety, Sn Great Britain, howeven, peuniasion to
wear the Rogal Stewarnt tartan muat sl be obtained Lrom the Queen becawse & in
a proprietarny possession offf several of hen regiments, Scottinsh nepiments are

not bound (75; the color restrnictions becaunsre their twops cu/uioma/u'ly are entitled
to wean the tartan of thein onganizing founders, iloat clans which have brightly
coloned taritans alio have a second, mone muted tantan for hunting practical by,

(Sun (ity's Fiut Kirkin' 0" Jhe Jartan Senvice)

Due to zhe historical attachment to the taritan, it was inevitable that Zhe
Scottinh church would ea/zly on honon the tantan concep? with an appropriate
chunch senvice. JThat aame traditional senvice, call "Kirkin' of #he Jartw:",
will take place fon the finst time in Sun (ity, Anrizona, at the Jaith FPresby-
tenian ((hunch on Sunday, Novemben 28, (9852, in accordance with prescribed
pageantiy.,

Jhin arnticle prepared and written by Jobn 0, (hinholm, member
of the Sun (ity Scotn, at the requeat of Alex Jardine, president of the Sun ity
Scotr, Octoben (952
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